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Fellow Ministers of the Gospel, 

In life, it is good for us to reevaluate things every once in a while.  Am I making the 
most productive use of my time?  Am I setting the right priorities?  Is my work bearing 
fruit?  And if so, is there something I can change so that it might be even more fruitful? 

Over the years, questions like these have led me to watch less TV, stop smoking cigars, 
and be more intentional about carving out family time.  These same questions have 
also led me to adjust the way I serve and work as your pastor. 

Lately, I have been asking similar questions about the way we organize ourselves for 
mission and ministry at Emmanuel UMC.  Specifically, “What structure will best allow 
us to love God, love others, and make disciples of Jesus Christ?” 

Let’s be honest: nobody likes church meetings.  There’s a general consensus that we 
have much better things to do with our time.  And, certainly, I am no fan of meetings 
for the sake of meetings.  But, unless we organize ourselves for mission, we will find 
ourselves flying by the seat of our pants – jumping frantically from one set of weekly 
tasks to the next. 

There are some congregations in which the pastor alone makes all the decisions and 
then proclaims from on high what direction the church will be moving in on any given 
issue.  This is not that kind of congregation.  We are connectional.  We are ALL called to 
love God, love others, and make disciples of Jesus Christ – and we are called to do it 
together. 

On the back of this page, you will see a proposed structure for Emmanuel UMC.  I     
believe that this structure – or something like it – will allow us to creatively engage in 
worship and mission while still tending to the important administrative work of the   
local church.  I encourage you to prayerfully reflect upon this plan, discuss it with     
others in the congregation, and let me know your thoughts. 

Yours in shared missional leadership, 

Pastor Zack 

Loving God.  Loving others.  Making disciples of Jesus Christ. 

 



In thinking of how to best organize ourselves 
for mission at Emmanuel UMC, Pastor Zack is 
proposing the following structure: 

Lead Team 

The Lead Team will handle the administrative 
functions of the local church.  It will meet 4-6 
times annually to discuss and make decisions 
on matters of finance, building usage and 
maintenance, leadership development, and 
other administrative functions of the church.  
This will serve as Church Council, Ad Board, 
Finance, Nominations, Membership, and 
Trustees all lumped into one.  Though the 
Trustees will have to maintain its own official 
board for legal purposes, the business of 
Trustees would be discussed as a part of Lead Team meetings. 

Creative Team 

The Creative Team will handle the programming functions of the local church.  It will meet 
4-6 times annually to plan sermon series and coordinate music, drama, and media.  The 
creative team will evaluate Sunday morning worship and other church programming, con-
tinually seeking to improve upon these gatherings and exploring new ways of worship. 

Christian Ed Team 

The Christian Education Team will continue to meet as needed throughout the year to 
plan, implement, and evaluate Christian Education for children, youth, and adults.  All 
teachers/facilitators of Sunday school, Wednesday night, and other classes would be a part 
of the Christian Education Team. 

Mission and Evangelism Team 

The Mission and Evangelism Team will meet as needed throughout the year to plan,           
implement, and evaluate ministries of mission and evangelism to reach out to the local    
community.  This will include events such as the River Raisin Festival, mission work through 
organizations such as Habitat for Humanity, and outreach events at Emmanuel UMC.  The 
Mission and Evangelism team will also connect the local church with mission on domestic 
and international levels.   

Staff Parish Relations Committee 

The Staff-Parish Relations Committee will continue in its administrative function, dealing 
privately with all staff-related matters.  SPRC will meet at least once quarterly. 

 

Though official team members will be nominated and selected for each team, all meetings 

– with the exception of Staff Parish – would be open meetings where all are welcome to      

attend.  



 

Pub Theology got off to a 

great start in January, 
with ten people at each of 

our initial two gatherings.  

We will continue to meet 
on the 2nd and 4th 

Thursday of each month.  

 Each time we gather , 

we'll have a few discussion 
questions to get the ball rolling, and then 

just take it from there. No agenda; just 
an open forum for people to get together 

for deep conversations. 

 

Everyone is welcome:  

Methodists, Baptists, Catholics,            
Presbyterians, Atheists, Buddhists,        

Agnostics, and yes, even pop drinkers.  

Joan Rau—2/5 

Brian Comiskey—2/16 

Don & Mery Wittbrodt—2/4 

 

Anyone who 

is interested 

in helping us 

plan our    

upcoming 

children’s    

ministry events, including Wednesday night 

activities, Sunday school, Jr. Church, VBS 

and more, is invited to join us on Thursday, 

February 6 at 7:00pm in the church lounge. 

Blood Drive 
 

Blissfield American  

Legion 

Thursday,  

February 6, 2014 

1:00-6:45 pm 

 

 

To schedule an appointment, log onto 

www.redcross.org, sponsor code: blissfieldlegion 

or call 1-800-733-2767. 
 

Must have photo ID or donor card to donate. 

February donors will be entered fro a chance to 

win a Weekend Fun Stay at the Grand Traverse 

Resort and Spa! 
 

You must by 17 years old, meet weight and height 

requirements (110 pounds or more, depending on 

height), and be in generally good health. 

CHURCH MAILBOXES 
Everyone who is listed in the directory 

should have a church mailbox now.  Church 
mailboxes are located in the front entrance 

hall.  If you don’t have one, please let us 
know.  Be sure to check your mailbox from 
time to time!  Many people have offering 
envelopes and other items that have not 

been picked up yet. 



A new group is forming for Mothers of Preschoolers!  MOPS will meet once a month 

(the second Tuesday of each month) and also have a "play date" type activity or   

outing each month. The first meeting is February 11th from 9:30-11:30am right here 

at Emmanuel United Methodist Church. The one time cost is $30 and this helps 

cover the fee to be affiliated with MOPS International and to also help fund       

supplies for crafts, snacks for kiddos etc. Childcare will be providing during our 

monthly meetings.  Women from Emmanuel United Methodist Church and First 

United Methodist Church will be providing the childcare services. 

 

We also planned a group outing to Imagination Station (a fun, interactive children's  

museum and discovery center) in Toledo on February 22nd. 

 

MOPS is collecting hats, scarves, gloves, and mittens to donate to the Blissfield  

elementary school. 

 

MOPS is in need of helpers with the Moppets (the childcare component), during 

MOPS meetings.  Please contactBlissfieldMOPS@gmail.com if you are interested in 

serving in this capacity.  You can also call Rachael Dunlap at 734-620-3566. 

mailto:BlissfieldMOPS@gmail.com


We Remember in Prayer, 

Those needing continued healing and strength: 

 Mila—Grand daughter of Jim and Roberta Novak—fighting Leukemia 

 Alice Goetz 

 Imogene Fischer 

 Cathy Jenkins 

 Mery Witbrodt 

 Jim & Millie Tipton 

 Bob Mallory 

 

As well as: 

 All of our shut-in’s and those unable to attend church services 

 Our nation, state and local community 

 Our armed services women and men, at home and abroad 

 Our community, for unity in our congregations and for an outpouring of 

God’s Spirit 

We Thank God 

 For God’s grace and love that is present in our worship 

 For freedom to worship and a wonderful church family 

 For the new friends we meet on Sunday mornings and Wednesday evenings 

 For the opportunity to minister to the needs of others 

“Don’t worry about ANYTHING; instead, pray about EVERYTHING. Tell God what you need, and thank Him 

for all He has done.  If you do this, you will experience God’s peace, which is far more wonderful than the human 

mind can understand. His peace will guard your hearts and minds as you live in Christ Jesus.” 

           —Philippians 4:6 

Home  

Communion 
 

If you would like to serve 

on the Home Communion Team or if you, or 

someone you know, would like to receive 

home Communion talk with Pastor Zack. 

March Newsletter  

Deadline 
 

If you have any items that you would like 

to include in the March Newsletter, please 

have them to the church office by 

Wednesday, February 19. 

Thank you! 

 

PRAYER SHAWLS 
  

Two people, who wish to remain anonymous, have crocheted prayer shawls and 

lap blankets to be given to those who might appreciate them.   

 

If a friend or someone you know is in a nursing home or going through a  

difficult time, please feel free to take one to him or her.   

They will be kept in the Prayer Room. 

  

Also, if you are interested in learning how to make one of these for this ministry, 

please contact Judy Sampson at 517-486-4152. 



February 2014 
Emmanuel United 

Methodist Church 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

            1 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 

23 24 25 26 27 28 Mar 1 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

Sunday School for 

all ages 

9:15 

Worship at 10:15 

Men’s  Prayer 

Group 

8:00 am 

Men’s Prayer 

Group  

8:00 am 

Men’s Prayer 

Group  

8:00 am 

MOPS trip to 

Imagination   

Station 

Men’s  Prayer 

Group 

8:00 am 

Men’s Prayer 

Group  

8:00 am 

Sunday School for 

all ages 

9:15 

 

Worship at 10:15 

Dinner together 

6:00 pm 

Study for all ages 

(The Story) 

6:30—7:30 

Sunday School for 

all ages 

9:15 

Worship at 10:15 

Sunday School for 

all ages 

9:15 

Worship at 10:15 

Dinner together 

6:00 pm 

Study for all ages 

(The Story) 

6:30—7:30 

Dinner together 

6:00 pm 

Study for all ages 

(The Story) 

6:30—7:30 

Dinner together 

6:00 pm 

Study for all ages 

(The Story) 

6:30—7:30 

Pub Theology 

At The Stable 

8:00 pm 

Pub Theology 

At The Stable 

8:00 pm 

Men’s Prayer 

Group  

8:00 am 

Dinner together 

6:00 pm 

Study for all ages 

(The Story) 

6:30—7:30 

Sunday School for 

all ages 

9:15 

Worship at 10:15 

MOPS 

9:30am at EUMC 

Children’s Ministry 

Meeting 

7:00 pm 


