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FROM THE PASTOR  
 
“Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, 
as working for the Lord, not for human masters.”  

-Colossians 3:23 
 

Let me set the scene for you here… As I sat down 
to write this for the monthly newsletter I had just 
dropped Everett at school then walked over to 
the church through an unexpected snowfall. I 
opened the door to the church only to realize the 
temperature inside the church was not much 
higher than that outside of it (I am extremely 
thankful for the efforts of those who have been 
working to get this remedied!). Upon sitting 
down at my desk I realized I had left my charger 
for my laptop at home and only had a fraction of 
battery left. All said, it was not the greatest start 
to my Monday morning. But as is the norm,  God 
has a way of stepping in and bringing my focus 
back where it needs to be. 
 
As I stared at the blank screen before me, I real-
ized I had not read through my normal morning 
devotion yet. As I opened it up, I was greeted 
with the above verse from Colossians. As I said, 
God has a way of stepping in. I can say with 100% 

certainty that, as my day started 
out, my heart was not in it. I was 
looking at my to-do list and the cir-
cumstances around me and letting 
them control my attitude. Then I 
saw Paul’s words to the Colossians. 
 
I couldn’t help but remember that 
Paul was writing to the Colossian 
church while in prison. 
(Continued on Pg. 2) 



From the Pastor (Continued from Pg. 1) 
 

And yet while he was in the most dire of situations 
himself, he is encouraging others to always give their 
all, do the work and remember that we aren't called 
to serve people, but rather, to serve the Lord. 
 
Paul’s words did the trick, they reminded me that no 
matter what the task is we should be doing it for the 
Lord. This verse snapped me out of my Monday 
morning funk and that really is my hope for all of us. 
That when those days come that you just aren’t  
feeling it, you too can find encouragement and  
motivation in the Scriptures. It may not be this  
specific verse from Colossians, but I encourage you to 
spend some time in the Word, let God speak to you, 
let God be the one who encourages you each and  
every day. And then I hope you’ll join me in getting to 
work, not for people but for the Lord. 
 
Blessings, 
Pastor Devin 

February Memory Verse 
 

“Whatever you do, work at 
it with all your heart, as 

working for the Lord, not 
for human masters.”  

-Colossians 3:23 
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“First of all, then, I urge that  
supplications, prayers, intercessions, 

and thanksgivings be made for all  
people”  

-1 Timothy 2:1 
 

Those needing continued healing and 

strength: 

 Wendell & Alice Goetz 

 Cathy Jenkins 

 Jim & Millie Tipton 

 Kate Noelanders 

 Lyna Mae French 

 David Dexter 

 Mary Roback 

 Gwen Cruz 

  Lynnette Gafner 

  Zayne Warren 

  Our covenant missionaries, 

Mary Gladstone-Highland and 

Kristen Brown 

 Our nation, state and local      

community and those in       

leadership positions 

FOOD PANTRY  
DONATIONS 

 
For the month of  
February, the Blissfield 
Area Food Pantry is  
asking for donations of 
boxed mac and cheese, 
canned tuna and  
macaroni noodles. 
 
Donations may be left in 
the church entrance area. 
We will see to it that they 
get delivered to the food 
pantry. 

A change of address: 

If sending correspondence or 

planning a visit, please note 

that Lyna Mae French has 

moved to  

Lutheran Village at Wolf 

Creek—Room 162 

2001 Perrysburg Holland Rd. 

Holland, OH 43528 



Ash Wednesday 

 

First United Methodist will be holding an Ash Wednesday 

service on February 14th at 6:30pm.  It is a joint service of 

several of the local United Methodist churches and Pastor 

Kristen is graciously hosting.  

We will also still have our regular Wednesday night  

activities at Emmanuel. Please feel free to attend either  

service. 

 

Ash Wednesday, Lent, Easter and Pentecost— 

What are they? 

 

Lent, the period of 40 days before Easter (excluding  

Sundays), begins on Ash Wednesday and ends at sundown 

on Holy Saturday, the evening before Easter. 

 

During Lent, we enter into a season of preparation, self-

reflection and repentance when we seek to literally “turn 

around” and realign our lives and focus toward God. It is a 

time to give up things as well as take on new life-giving 

practices, helping us rid ourselves of distractions and our 

own selfish desires. By doing so, we seek to live 

and love as more faithful disciples of Jesus 

Christ. 

 

The Easter Season, also known as Eastertide or 

the Great Fifty Days, begins on Easter Day and 

ends on Pentecost. Focusing on Christ's  

resurrection and ascension and the sending of the 

Holy Spirit (Pentecost), Eastertide is the most 

joyous and celebrative season of the Christian 

year. We celebrate the good news that in Christ’s 

death and resurrection we, and all creation, are continually 

being made new by God’s love and saving grace. 

 

(from http://www.umc.org/topics/topic-lent-

and-easter ) 

LENTEN BREAKFAST 
SCHEDULE 

 
Feb, 15..............First United 

Methodist  
Feb. 22..............St. Paul's   

Lutheran  
March 2. FRIDAY...World Day 

of Prayer—Emmanuel  
United  Methodist 

March  8.............Presbyterian
  

March  15...........Trinity          
Lutheran, Riga 

March 22........Light of Christ, 
Blissfield 

 
Each gathering   

begins  at 9:30 am. 

http://www.umc.org/what-we-believe/glossary-ash-wednesday
http://www.umc.org/what-we-believe/glossary-easter-season
http://www.umc.org/what-we-believe/glossary-pentecost
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Emmanuel United Methodist Church 
215 E. Jefferson St.  
Blissfield, MI 49228 

Loving God. Loving others. 
Making disciples of Jesus Christ. 


