APRIL, 2018

FROM THE PASTOR
The women were terrified and bowed their faces to the ground, but the men said to them, “Why
do you look for the living among the dead? He is not here, but has risen.”
--Luke 24:5
The irony is not lost on me that as we celebrate Easter Sunday this year it will also be April
Fools Day. I have been a part of various discussions among clergy and laity whether or not the
two events should be combined or if doing so somehow sullies the importance of the day. I
don’t have strong feelings either way, but as I have taken part in those discussions in the past
couple weeks my thoughts turned to that first Easter morning.
As those women went out to the tomb where Jesus was laid they were fully expecting it to be
nothing more than a visit. A time to mourn, a time to reflect, a time to pay their respects to the
man who had done so much in their lives. But as they arrived at that tomb they had their first
shock...the stone had been rolled away. While this was unexpected they went into the tomb
only to receive an even bigger shock...the body was gone! Was this some kind of joke? A sick
and cruel prank by the Romans? An attempt to further discredit Jesus? I’m
sure their minds were reeling as they struggled to
understand what was going on.
But then finally clarity arrives. The angels appear and offer the absolute
best case scenario for this confusing scene the women have stumbled
upon…”Why do you look for the living among the dead? He is not here,
but has risen.” I can only imagine the wave of joy that swept over those
women in that moment. The realization that their friend, their teacher, their
Lord was not dead, he was not laying in a tomb but instead he is alive
again.
I hope and pray that all of us can experience a little of that joy for
ourselves this Easter Sunday. That we too can remember we do not look
among the dead for our Lord because no fooling, He is ALIVE.
God Bless,
Pastor Devin
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“First of all, then, I urge that
supplications, prayers, intercessions,
and thanksgivings be made for all
people”
-1 Timothy 2:1
Those needing continued healing and
strength:


Wendell & Alice Goetz



Cathy Jenkins



Jim & Millie Tipton
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Lyna Mae French



David Dexter



Mary Roback
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Lynnette Gafner



Zayne Warren





Our covenant missionaries,
Mary Gladstone-Highland and
Kristen Brown
Our nation, state and local
community and those in
leadership positions

FOOD PANTRY
DONATIONS
For the month of
April, the Blissfield Area
Food Pantry is
asking for donations of
canned tuna, rice, macaroni noodles, and egg
noodles
Donations may be left in
the church entrance area.
We will see to it that they
get delivered to the food
pantry.

A NEW CHURCH DIRECTORY
It’s been a few years since we have had a church
photo directory printed. We are able to have one
professionally done for us at little to no cost to
the church, but we need someone to act as coordinator to help set up appointments and take
care of details with the publisher.
If you are willing to help with this project, please
speak with Pastor Devin.

VBS
HOLY WEEK
OBSERVANCES
Wednesday, March 28, 6:00 pm
Wednesday night dinner together
and study for all ages
Thursday, March 29, 7:00 pm
Maundy Thursday worship at
Lambertville, UMC
Friday, March 30, 1:00 pm
Good Friday Community Service at St. Paul’s Lutheran
Church
Sunday, April 1,
8:30 am—Potluck Breakfast
9:30 am (approx.) -Storytime and egg hunt following
breakfast
10:30 am—Worship Celebration

With a chill in the air, it’s
hard to believe that it’s time
to start thinking about
summer, but VBS will be here
before you know it!
Vacation Bible School has
been an exciting part of our
church year and an amazing
opportunity to minister to
the families of the
neighborhood.
If you would like to lead this
year’s VBS, or to be one of a
team of leaders, please speak
with Pastor Devin or
Elizabeth Comiskey.

EMMANUEL UMC ONLINE GIVING
We are excited to share that we are now set up to receive online tithing and donations through our SimpleGive portal. There are a couple of ways to do so.
The first is to visit the giving portal at:
MySimpleGive.com/emmanuelumc from a computer,
tablet, or smartphone. You can set up an account if you wish to use the online giving regularly (including
setting up recurring giving that will automatically happen weekly/monthly/etc.) or simply choose to give a
one time gift.
The other option for using online giving, is to download the SimpleGive App to your
phone or tablet. Once it is downloaded you can search for Emmanuel United Methodist
Church by name, find us by Zipcode, 49228,or scan the QR code provided.
If you are interested in using the online giving and need assistance with getting it set
up, please feel free to contact Pastor Devin.

W.o.W. Helper Schedule
April 1—James Bowser
April 8—Catherine Staup
April 15—Kendra Goetz
April 22—Beverly Crane
April 29—Brian Comiskey

Breakfast
8:30am
Storytime
and egg
hunt
9:30am
Worship
Celebration
10:30am

Craft Day
10am-10pm
Spring Break

Sunday
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Loving God. Loving others.
Making disciples of Jesus Christ.
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